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1957: EEC established 
in Rome

European Parliament, 
elected by universal 
suffrage

THE MAIN STAGES OF  
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Enlargement to the east 
after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union

2002: introduction of the 
euro

2016: exit of the 
United Kingdom after a 
referendum

European Commission: 
consisting of one commissioner 
from each member state

European Council: composed of 
the heads of state or government 
of the Member States

Main institutions

1992: EUROPEAN 
UNION established 
in Maastricht by 12 
countries

1951: ECSC

Joined by: Italy, France, 
West Germany, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, 
Luxembourg




