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It leads, as Lenin anticipated in his April Theses, to 
the immediate exit from the First World War and the 
collectivisation of land

In many European 
countries, leftists 
try to emulate the 
Russian Revolution, 
giving rise to the 
“Biennio Rosso”

On the death of Lenin, 
Stalin takes power

Russia is renamed USSR 
(Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics)

Communist Parties 
are founded 
throughout Europe

The Italian 
Communist Party is 
founded in Livorno 
in 1921

An oppressive 
and ferocious 
dictatorship is 
established

Political opponents 
are persecuted and 
deported to the 
gulags

Investment is 
made in industrial 
development through 
the five-year plans

The Soviet Union becomes 
a major economic and 
military power

Implemented in October 
1917 by Lenin and 
Trotsky, leaders of the 
Bolshevik party

1919: the Third 
International, also known 
as the Comintern, is 
established

COMMUNIST 
REVOLUTION




